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Lesson One - Demonstrating Skills in Piglet Ear
Notching

Lesson Overview

This lesson instructs participants how to perform proper ear notching for piglets. It uses a step-by-step guide to
assist them through the practice of ear notching. At the end of the lesson, each participant should be able to
proficiently ear notch a piglet.

Lesson Objectives

After completing this lesson, participants will be able to use the pig model provided to:
e Understand the purpose of ear notching
e Perform correct ear notching
e Perform record-keeping tasks to identify the piglet

Lesson at a Glance

Approximate

Activity Materials Preparation :
class time
FOCUS e Scratch paper 1. Prepare the video “How to Read Ear 5-10 minutes
e  Whiteboard Notches of Pigs” from University of
e How To Read Ear Notches Video Minnesota Extension (video is just
worksheet over 6 minutes long).
e How To Read Ear Notches Video — 2. Print/photocopy the How to Read Ear
Answer Key Notches worksheet that goes along
e YouTube Video: with the video (one per participant).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XW
AzvHOTMA
LEARN ®  Pig Ear Notching slide presentation Prepare to show the Pig Ear Notching | 30-40 minutes
®  FEar Notching Worksheet slide presentation.
®  Ear Notching Worksheet — Answer Key Print/photocopy the Ear Notching
e  Ear notching station set up with: Worksheet (one per participant).
o Pig Head Model Set up the ear notching station.
o Pigears
o  Ear notching tool
REVIEW e  FEar Notching Quiz Print/photocopy Ear Notching Quiz 10 minutes
e  FEar Notching Quiz — Answer Key (one per participant).
*
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWAzvHf97MA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWAzvHf97MA
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Name: Class:

Ear Notching Worksheet

Directions: Practice reading ear notches. Indicate the correct litter number-pig number in the spaces
provided.
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