
Webinar:
Tips for Starting a New Textiles, 
Fashion and Apparel Pathway 
Program



We partner with educators, administrators and industry leaders to ensure 
our offerings meet their needs and make lessons truly meaningful.

Who is Realityworks?



Presented by

Denise DuBois

Senior FCS Product Manager
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What we will discuss today…

• Building a Textiles, Fashion and Apparel Program

• Resources

• New Career Exploration Kit from Realityworks

• FREE resources

• Q&A
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Building a Textiles, Fashion and Apparel Program
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Arts, A/V Technology & Communications
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Cross Cutting Clusters Applied
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Building Your Plan of Study

https://www.careertec

h.org/career-clusters

High school

Post-Secondary
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Six Key Elements for Developing Career Pathways

https://lincs.ed.gov/professional-development/resource-collections/profile-841
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National FCS Standards

Area of Study 16.0 - Textiles, Fashion, and Apparel Comprehensive Standard: Integrate 

knowledge, skills, and practices required for careers in textiles and apparels

Content Standards 

16.1 Analyze career paths within textiles, fashion, and apparel industries

16.2 Evaluate textiles, fashion, and apparel products and materials and their use in diverse   

        settings.

16.3 Demonstrate textiles, fashion, and apparel design skills.

16.4 Demonstrate skills needed to produce, alter, or repair textiles, fashion, and apparel.

16.5 Evaluate elements of textiles, fashion, and apparel merchandising

16.6 Evaluate the components of customer service.

16.7 Demonstrate professional operational practices required for business profitability and 

        career success.

FCS National Standards - LEAD FCS (leadfcsed.org)

https://www.leadfcsed.org/national-standards.html#/
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What Skills Are Taught in Textiles, Fashion 
and Apparel

AAFCS – Fashion, 
Textiles and Apparel 
Pre-PAC Certification

Fashion Textiles and 
Apparel - American 
Association of Family 
and Consumer 
Sciences (aafcs.org)

https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/fashion-textiles-apparel
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/fashion-textiles-apparel
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/fashion-textiles-apparel
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/fashion-textiles-apparel
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/fashion-textiles-apparel
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Skills Example
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Common Career Technical Core Standards

CCTC_Standards_Formatted_2014.pdf (careertech.org)

https://careertech.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/default/files/CCTC_Standards_Formatted_2014.pdf
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Knowledge and Skill Statements

• Includes Knowledge and Skills 
Statements for the Cluster and 
each individual pathway

• Identifies an editable Plan of 
Study template

Arts, A/V Technology & Communications - Advance CTE 

(careertech.org)

https://careertech.org/what-we-do/career-clusters/arts-a-v-technology-communications/
https://careertech.org/what-we-do/career-clusters/arts-a-v-technology-communications/
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Building an Advisory Council

Invite industry professionals to participate in a textiles & fashion advisory council

Meet several times per year

Focus on outcomes – what are employers looking for

Are you teaching the right things?

Form partnerships for field experience, job shadowing, guest speaker 
opportunities 



Seek Industry-Recognized 

Certifications

Does your state 
dep. recommend a 

specific certification 
or testing agency?

Are your instructors 
licensed to teach 
these courses?

What are local 
employers looking 

for?

Is employment 
transferable?

What is the cost of 
certification or a 

specific credential?
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National Organizations with Certifications

NOCTI – Fashion Technology and 
Merchandising
JRFashionTechMerch4018 (nocti.org)

https://www.nocti.org/wp-content/uploads/Blueprints/JRFashionTechMerch4018.pdf
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Vendors with Certifications

YouScience
Arts, A/V Technology & Communications - YouScience

https://www.youscience.com/education/brightpath/certifications/career-clusters/arts-av-technology-communications/
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Vendors with Certifications

Certiport
Certiport (pearsonvue.com)

• Communication Skills for Business

• Entrepreneurship and Small Business

• Digital Marketing Associate

• Customer Service & Sales Certified 

Specialist
 

https://certiport.pearsonvue.com/
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Fashion Designer Credentials

.
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CTSO Competitive Events

FCCLA

• Knowledge Bowl - Technology (to include Fashion 
& Housing Design)

• Challenge Test – Fashion Construction and Design 
Challenge

• Skill Demonstration Events – Fashion Sketch

• STAR Events – Fashion Construction

Skills USA 

• Job Skill Demonstration Open

• Screen Printing Technology

Technology Student Association

• Fashion Design and Technology
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Educational Organizations for the Industry

AAFCS

Home - American Association of Family and 
Consumer Sciences (aafcs.org)

ACTE FCS Division

Family and Consumer Sciences Education Division - 
ACTE (acteonline.org)

Advanced Textiles Association

https://www.textiles.org/education/

International Textile and Apparel Association

International Textile and Apparel Association 
(itaaonline.org)

https://www.aafcs.org/home
https://www.aafcs.org/home
https://www.acteonline.org/about/structure/divisions/family-and-consumer-sciences-education-division/
https://www.acteonline.org/about/structure/divisions/family-and-consumer-sciences-education-division/
https://www.textiles.org/education/
https://itaaonline.org/page/AboutUs
https://itaaonline.org/page/AboutUs
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Pathway Program of Study



25

Tips From a State FCS Leader: Building a Textiles, 
Fashion and Apparel Program
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From Gayla Randall, FCS Specialist OPI
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New Resource for Career Exploration



Textiles and Apparel Career Exploration Kit



Textiles and Apparel Career Exploration Kit

• Apparel Designer  

• Fashion Product Developer 

• Fashion Buyer Role 

• Retail Merchandiser 

• Stylist 

• Textile Designer 

• Visual Merchandiser 

• Influencer Marketing Manager 

• Textile Technologist 

• Sustainability Specialist 

Curriculum   10-12 hours

10 lessons

SKU: 11810199

Price: $1199
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Hands-On Activities
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Features

• The careers chosen for this kit were based on feedback 
from educators and subject matter experts.  

• The Textiles and Apparel Career Exploration Kit will 
include 10 lessons, each focusing on a different related 
occupation in this pathway.  This will provide great 
exposure to many potential careers.

• Lessons will include an introduction to a career with 
engaging activities.  

• Classroom management is built in to include enough 
materials for 30 students to pair up and participate. 

• This aligns to National FCS Standards.
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National FCS Standards



Begin to fit these hands-on 
learning tools into your courses:

• Textiles, Fashion and Apparel 
Career Exploration Kit
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Resources Applied to Plan of Study



Lots of Opportunities….
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Occupational Outlook
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The global textile market was valued 
at USD 1,837.27 billion in 2023 and is 
anticipated to grow at a compound 
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 7.4% in 
revenue from 2024 to 2030. The ever-
increasing apparel demand from the 
fashion industry and the meteoric 
growth of e-commerce platforms are 
expected to drive market growth over 
the forecast period. 



Free Resources From 
Realityworks

• Free Lesson Plans | Realityworks | 
Innovative Learning Tools

• Classroom Ideas - Realityworks

• Career-Exploration-Implementation-Guide-
2024-WEB.pdf (realityworks.com)

• Free Posters | Realityworks | Innovative 
Learning Tools

• Realityworks Webinars | Innovative Hands-
On Learning Tools
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https://www.realityworks.com/resources/free-lesson-plans/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.realityworks.com/resources/free-lesson-plans/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.realityworks.com/resources/classroom-ideas/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.realityworks.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Career-Exploration-Implementation-Guide-2024-WEB.pdf
https://www.realityworks.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Career-Exploration-Implementation-Guide-2024-WEB.pdf
https://www.realityworks.com/resources/realityworks-interactive-posters/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.realityworks.com/resources/realityworks-interactive-posters/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.realityworks.com/resources/webinars/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.realityworks.com/resources/webinars/?v=7516fd43adaa


QR HERE

Let’s connect!
We can help you start or refresh your own program!

Scan to:

• Connect with your local Realityworks account 
manager

• Request a free quote

• Ask questions and more



Q&A
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